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deeds they should offer in terms of a legitimate and
helpful response. Immediate attention turned to the
-

On that day, I sat in a friend’s home not far
television. I live and work within a few miles of
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off guard.
An Unseen Force
started pondering what appropriate words and
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even mentioned the potential devastation on those
the problems in this professional domain and how
understand them.
A Meaningful Life
what is fundamentally important, rewarding, and
reer path in philosophy and

his marriage was in trouble,
thoughts.
How did we fail to see

we overlooked the spiritual
devastation of one of our own
within our very midst. It is not
that we missed something we
knew and understood. No, we

people generally ask the big

“

While energetically
teaching those charged
with the spiritual
care of others, we
overlooked the
spiritual devastation of
one of our own within
our very midst.

”

One reason stems from
what blinds many people to
We do not have to

issues in relation to law en-

for parish ministry, we appear less able to equip

deal with it.
-

the language of spirit.
What do I mean by the language of spirit?
reason for this blindness involves the unreality
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have souls, at least in the sense of a spiritual life.

Numerous people in the United States regard
themselves as religious. Many more, although not

thily or unworthily.”
suggesting that the lives of animals are unimporting out that the lives of animals do not have the
kind of interiority that we may attribute to human
stitutes a meaningful life.
Only human beings have souls, and we do

not addressing the issue of religious faith or re-

our nature as human beings?
A Disenchanted World
The Canadian philosopher Charles Taylor
guage in the West. “Why was it virtually impossible not

to what may have an inner life. Only human
and take an attitude to what happens to them

ashamed of its fear and de4
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-

shift away from the pervasive

and be admonished for doing
so. The problems of life’s
an animal. Only a being for
-

derstanding of life, nature, and

and, therefore, have a soul. 3
passion represent the elements in
what we understand as the spiritu-

were self-evident and pervasive.
-

ows, with no obvious reality.
-
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-

ing to see the sense in giving thanks that one

5

-

sessments are not so reliable
and theologians
-

“

According to Gaita,
the reality of evil
is given in human
reactions to human
circumstances.

does not belong to them.
In reality, it is rare that we

”

between our use of words like
chair, table, or cat and our use
of the word God and its relation
to the language of spirit.

is made of a different kind of
It is not, as it were, to make a
-

feet on them, and so on, and we do not asin question before doing so. This is not to say
Perhaps, one way to make the kind of disphysical reality.
spiritual
realities that are within evidentialism’s purview.
A Spiritual Reality
-

12 / FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin

he is killed. For many years, the man simply gave
money to the elderly drunk and never had another
often dismissed as an unreality

what “makes us painfully aware of the reality of
evil.”

often is ignored.

Conclusion

reality?”
understanding.”
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Reading the Holocaust, Clendinnen reveals that she “has no use for

responders is to impoverish and
endanger the very souls of these

in so far as it refers to anything beyond itself marks only a deep moral
sensibility.”
belief that the serious belief in evil

without a return to an awareness
tual realities in the lives of law en-

fellow human beings.
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